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The US Patent Collection Database, nursery catalogues, and the inventories of other public gardens 
were referenced as well. 
 
The investigators made an effort to note synonyms, however, a detailed review of the nomenclature 
was not within the scope of this project. It is very likely that the lists contain some invalid names. 
The investigators did not wish to include cultivar names that were likely to have never been grown 
in the North America, since the goal of the study is to determine which cultivars have been lost to 
collections or are currently at risk in the United States and Canada. Some cultivar names of Russian, 
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ANALYZING DATA 
For each genus, the following numbers were recorded: total number of cultivar names cited in the 
literature, the number of cultivars not found at any gardens in the study, the number of cultivars at-
risk, the most common cultivar, the number of gardens with no cultivars, the top 5 public gardens 
with the most cultivars, if the genus is included in APGA’s Plant Collections Network and if so, who 
holds the collection. 
 
Cultivars are considered at-risk if they are found at zero, one, or two sites in the study, and if they 
were introduced prior to 2014. 
 
Cross-referencing with Botanic Garden Conservation International’s (BGCI) PlantSearch database 
was completed 
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NEXT STEPS 
A more detailed and thorough review of the nomenclature could be conducted for each genus, to 
remove synonyms and invalid names, record dates of introduction, history of the cultivar, and 
origin. 
 
Experts in each genus could be sought out to assign value to the cultivars and help determine if at 
risk cultivars are worth preserving. A survey of ornamental plant breeders conducted as a part of this 
grant identified one or more experts willing to review 11 of the genera included in the study: 
Callicarpa, Clethra, Cornus, Deutzia, Hibiscus, Hydrangea, Philadelphus, Physocarpus, Spiraea, Viburnum, and 
Weigela. 
 
A data request could be made to BGCI to potentially locate at risk cultivars in more American 
collections. The member gardens listed could then be contacted for confirmation the plant is still 
alive. A review of nursery offerings could be conducted to determine which cultivars are at-risk in 
the horticultural trade. 
 
A cultivar preservation plan could be developed. Gardens with large holdings of a genus could apply 
for accreditation with the Plant Collections Network to facilitate germplasm preservation. Among 
the 19 genera in the study, only four are currently included as an Accredited National Collection 
with the Plant Collections Network: Buxus, Hamamelis, Hydrangea, and Spiraea. Gardens holding at-
risk cultivars could be encouraged to propagate and share plants with other gardens. Public gardens 
in general could be encouraged to diversify their holdings and seek out at-risk cultivars. 


