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Rozanne 
geranium
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After testing 180 varieties for 
15 years, the results are in

BY RICHArd HAWKe
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Rozanne (‘Gerwat’, photo, p. 38) is unquestionably 
the most popular geranium today and certainly 
deserving of the accolades it has received, including 
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Standing out in a field of blue-flowered geraniums 
requires a little something extra. Golden chartreuse 
leaves flushed with red are just the thing that set Blue 
Sunrise (‘Blogold’) apart. The vibrant spring leaf color, 
which is enhanced in sunlight, fades to yellowish green 
just as the lavender-blue flowers open in late spring. 
Blue Sunrise is believed to be a hybrid of yellow-leaved 
‘Ann Folkard’ (photo, p. 43) and blue-flowered ‘Buxton’s 
Variety’ geranium (G. wallichianum ‘Buxton’s Variety’). 

‘Sweet Heidy’ is touted for its unique tricolored 
flowers of lavender-blue, pink, and white. But that’s a 
somewhat deceptive description because the three 
colors aren’t present on the flower at the same time. 
The fresh flowers are pinkish purple with a pale eye, 
and as they age, the purple morphs into a bluish 
color. Quibbling about the flower color does not  
lessen the remarkable floral display because the 
blooms are plentiful from late spring into fall. ‘Sweet 
Heidy’ looks like a pink-flowered Rozanne because of 
its mounded habit and trailing stems. The rambling 
stems enable this plant to look great in hanging bas-
kets, in containers, or dangling over low walls.

At first glance, ‘Elizabeth Ann’ ( G. maculatum 
‘Elizabeth Ann’) is extremely similar to ‘Espresso’ 

Blue Sunrise
‘Elizabeth 
Ann’

Photos (pp. 44–45): p. 44 (left), Richard Bloom/www.gapphotos.com; p. 44 (right), Nancy J. Ondra; p. 45 
(top left), Ron Evans/www.gapphotos.com; p. 45 (top right), FhF Greenmedia/wwwgapphotos.com; p. 45 
(center right), courtesy of www.songsparrow.com; p. 45 (bottom right), courtesy of Luc Klinkhamer




